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2011 marks another successful year 
for HTAC 
 

Despite the on-going challenges we face working in 
Afghanistan, a country still beset with war and violence 
and the lack of security for too many of its citizens, 
HTAC has successfully completed its eighteen 
uninterrupted years in delivering quality education and 
humanitarian assistance to thousands of deserving 
Afghan girls and boys and their families. 

hǳǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ LƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜέ 
provides an opportunity to look back on a number of 
significant accomplishments and milestones. 

Supporting schools ς In 2011, HTAC delivered quality 
educational programs to 18 schools in three Afghan 
provinces, directly benefiting 13,613 students.  Eight of 
those schools were model schools where HTAC provides 
an enriched curriculum of courses, teacher training and 
development, and a strong investment in building local 
community support.  During the year, we celebrated the 
successful transfer of three of our well-performing 
ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Teaching children about peace and caring for the 
environment ς In what is rapidly becoming a signature 
program for HTAC, we successfully completed our 
largest peace education initiative to date for 36,100 
students at 22 Kandahar City schools, where we were 
able to reduce incidents of aggressive/harassing 
behavior among students by almost 70%.  Later in the 
year we received an important endorsement from 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ Education for HTAC to help 
lead the development of a national school-based 
curriculum for all Afghan public schools.  In 2011 we 
also implemented a new three-year peace and 
environmental education program for 8 middle schools 
in the Paghman District of Kabul Province. 

Mentoring teachers ς HTAC has always believed that 
qualified and well-trained teachers are the key to 
educating and empowering the next generation of 
Afghans.   This year, 1,500 teachers (33% women) 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ I¢!/Ωǎ ǊƛƎƻǊƻǳǎΣ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ-regarded teacher 
training program in Farah Province, enhancing their 

knowledge and skills so they in turn can pass on that 
knowledge to tens of  thousands of school children 
every year.   

Preventing landmine casualties ς We completed our 
third successful year of CHAMPS (Children Against 
Mines Program), training  selected Afghan students to 
go into their schools and neighborhood villages to teach 
children about the dangers of unexploded land mines.  
In 2011, 40 trained students reached an estimated 
7,200 children in two regions of the country while two 
CHAMPS clubs participated in real-time Skype 
broadcasts with American sister schools who raise 
money to help pay for the costs of rehabilitating land 
mine survivors.    

Increasing computer literacy ς As the first organization 
to successfully introduce computer education into 
Afghan public schools, HTAC enrolled another 6,285 
high school boys and girls into our program, pushing our 
total enrollment since 2003 to 43,605.  Almost 96% of 
all enrolled students (97% girls), entering our program 
are able to master all key computer competencies, 
preparing them for meaningful employment and other 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ 
information technology marketplace.   

Promoting global citizenship ς No less than 9 American 
and Afghan schools and 255 students participated in 
I¢!/Ωǎ ŜǾŜǊ-expanding cultural exchange program that 
aims to educate and build bridges of understanding and 
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respect between Afghan and Western students.  Late in 
2011, we introduced an exciting new history exchange 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ΨǎƛǎǘŜǊΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
began sharing and discussing significant events in their 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŀ ΨƭƛŦŜ-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴce for many of the students 
involved.  

Delivering humanitarian aid ς Working with our 
international and in-country partners, HTAC provided 
blankets, health and school kits, caps, and other 
garments to 15,752 children and their families in 
refugee camps and other under-serviced areas.  Since 
1993, HTAC has delivered humanitarian aid and 
emergency relief to 1,739,513 Afghans. 

Helping local communities ς HTAC began the 
implementation of a new project targeting 238 local 
community councils and other organizations in Jouzjan 
and Saripul Provinces, designed to train leaders and its 
members to become more effective and self-sufficient 
ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ  I¢!/Ωǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
community school committees has been instrumental in 
building school and educational sustainability in the 
areas of the country where we work.  

A special thanks to our partners and the many individual 
donors who make this work possible. 

 
 

National peace education program for 
Afghan public schools gains momentum 
 

Lǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ I¢!/Ωǎ 
executive director, Suraya Sadeed, άFor generations, 
Afghan children have grown up in a culture where they 
have known nothing but war, violence, and aggression.  
Why are we not teaching them about peace?έ  
 
From those early days in 2002, when HTAC helped 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
workshops for school teachers, the dream of 
implementing formal peace education courses into 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǘŜǇ 
towards becoming a reality. 
 
I¢!/Ωǎ peace education program has come a long way 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƴƛƴŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
53,000 middle and high school students in our 
innovative program at 44 schools in no less than five 

different provinces and by all standards, the program 
our primary goal ς making peace education available 
has produced remarkable results which Voice of 
Innocence readers are familiar with. 

But in all Afghan public schools ς just got closer to 
becoming a reality.  Recently, HTAC received the 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ I¢!/Ωǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
education and their support for the future 
establishment of a national school-based peace 
education curriculum; a critical first step in 
implementing peace education nation-wide.   

Now comes the work.  Over the next 12-18 months, 
HTAC and its educational partners look to achieve 
several milestones that include ς establishing peace 
education learning standards; developing a national 
curriculum, initially for grades 7 through 12; and 
developing training materials for teachers.  In order to 
conduct this work, HTAC will seek both institutional and 
other funding; a process that has already begun, but will 
continue throughout 2012 and beyond.   Part of our 
initial plan is to test the newly developed curriculum in 
several targeted Afghan schools.  Once the new 
curriculum is approved by the Ministry of Education, 
HTAC will help lead the effort to launch this program 
into middle schools and high schools in all 34 provinces, 
a massive project that will impact an estimated 4 
million students. 

What would peace 
education mean to all 
these students?  For 
many, learning how to 
cope with the emotional 
ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ 
in witnessing or even 
experiencing violence 
first-hand;  learning how 

to accept and respect different ethnic groups and 
replace fighting and harassment with non-violent 
conflict resolution skills and cooperation;  but most-
importantly, to reject violence and extremism and 
embrace the principles of peaceful, everyday living. 

To learn more about our peace education program, visit 
our website.  To learn how you might support and 
contribute to this ground-breaking project, contact our 
office (toll free) at 703-848-0407.    
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Filmed dance dramas portray challenges, 
hopes and dreams for Afghan girls 

 
 
A unique project between HTAC and the departments 
of theater and dance at Utah State University, has 
produced a series of short videos that offer a glimpse of 
what liŦŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ 

The project began in Afghanistan where groups of 
Afghan girls at Aisha Sediqa High School in Kabul wrote 
essays about what their lives are like.  Their essays were 
filled with hopes, fears, dreams and challenges.  The 
ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ΨǎǳƎŀǊ-ŎƻŀǘΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǎǎŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ 
to speak from the heart. 

From those essays, a group of advanced theater 
students developed a series of mini-dramas about the 
lives of these girls that were performed and filmed.  In 
the coming weeks, these dance/drama videos will be 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ I¢!/Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

HTAC thanks the students and faculty sponsors at Utah 
State and the girls at Aisha Sediqa who graciously 
shared their personal stories.  

 
!ŦƎƘŀƴ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ 
Students from Rokhshana High School recognized  
 
Late last year, a group of Afghan girls from Rokhshana 
High School in Kabul participated in a creative writing 
competition where they wrote stories about one of 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛes, the snow leopard.  
Thirteen winning essays became the basis of a new 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ The Snow Leopard Dream, that has just 
been published by non-profit Dot-to-5ƻǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

 Books as part of an educational series of books that 
highlight endangered species in developing countries, 
like Afghanistan. 

 
This beautifully-illustrated storybook about the snow 
ƭŜƻǇŀǊŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ I¢!/Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴ 
girls while recognizing these talented high school 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ I¢!/Ωǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ 
Suraya Sadeed.   

To learn more and/or to purchase this book, visit Dot-
to-5ƻǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.dot-to-dot-books.org.  A 
ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ I¢!/Ωǎ 
environmental education program. 

 
 

HTAC to deliver 
hand-knit garments 
for children and 
families 
 
HTAC is partnering with 
άŀŦƎƘŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴǎέ 
(www.afghansforafghans.org), a humanitarian and 
educational people-to-people project that is dedicated 
to sending hand-knit blankets, sweaters, vests, hats, 
mittens and socks to the people of Afghanistan.  As this 
newsletter went to print, HTAC, along with executive 
director Suraya Sadeed, began distributing thousands of 
these garments to deserving Afghan children and their 
families.  Ms. Sadeed (second from right) had met 
members of this worthy organization during her 
October trip to the San Francisco Bay area.   

 

Alina, an essay writer 

http://www.dot-to-dot-books.org/
http://www.afghansforafghans.org/
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�†�†�†�†�†�†�†�† You can make a difference   �†�†�†�†�†�†�†�†�† 
$25 Provides essential school supplies to 5 students whose parents are too poor to afford them. 

$100 Pays for planting a school garden that students will help maintain. 

$250   Pays for a month of internet service that will support our computer education program and 
allow for cultural exchanges between Afghan and western sister schools. 

$500 Supports a fully-functional peace room and teacher-led peace education activities.  

$1000  or more will help support and continue the operations of an entire model school. 

Other $___________ General operations support or 

Become an outreach volunteer and Help sponsor a school or educational program 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

On Line: www.htac.org click on the Donate online now button 
 

By Mail: Help the Afghan Children 

  3900 Jermantown Road, Suite 300, Fairfax, VA 22030, USA 
 

A non-profit organization, 501 (c)3, Tax ID: 54-1695838  CFC No. 10890 

 


