





  Noor’s Story
Noor is a lovely 20- year old woman who lives in the Laghman Province of Afghanistan.  When Noor was 16-years old she lost her left leg to a landmine close to her parent’s home.  Today she has a new leg because of the CHAMPS International Afghanistan project, co-sponsored by HTAC and the Marshall Legacy Institute (MLI).   Now, with two small children (a son 9-months old and a daughter who is 4-years old), she can walk with ease, do household chores, and even plays with her children; activities that would have been impossible just a short time ago.   
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Noor’s husband is a poor man who uses his cart to transport items for others to provide for his family.  According to HTAC staff member, Akmal Ghafori, a computer instructor at Roshan High School (in Laghman Province), who HTAC selected to manage our first CHAMPS project, there is no way this family would have ever been able to afford a prosthetic for Noor.   

But thanks to the school children of the Glenelg Country School in Ellicott City, Maryland (a CHAMPS exchange ‘sister’ school with Roshan), students there raised enough money to provide Noor and other landmine survivors with prosthetics and rehabilitation care.

On June 26, 2009, Akmal took Noor to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Hospital in Jalalabad for her final appointment to be fitted with her new prosthetic.  MLI CHAMPS Director, Kimberly McCasland asked Akmal how he felt when he saw Noor walking with her new leg.  His response: “Too happy… that never was in my life before.  Thank you very much for that you prepare the helping way.  I am so happy that you chose me for this enjoyable job.”

And how did Noor feel about receiving her new prosthetic and having the ability to walk again?  “You have to say thank you to Kimberly and the children, I am thankful for your help.”  These simple words of appreciation come from a woman whose life has been changed and is now easier because of this program and the unique partnership between HTAC and MLI. 

You can learn more about our landmine education program and our partnership with MLI by clicking on ‘Educational Programs’ from our home page.  For more information about wonderful work of the Marshall Legacy Institute, please visit their website at: www.marshall-legacy.org
